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MAHARASHTRA ACT Ne. VI OF 19611
[Tas Inpray ForesT (MARARASHTRA UNIFIOATION AND AMENDMENT) AT, 1960].
[(3rd February 1961.]

An Act to provide for uniformity in the law relating to forests and (he transit
(otherwise than across customs frontiers) of forest produce in the State of
Maharashira, and for that and certain other purposes further to amend

the Indian Foiast Aet, 1927,

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for uniformity in the law relating to forests

and the transit (otherwise than across customs frontiers) of forest produce in the
State of Maharashtra, and for that and certain other purposes further to amend the
Indian Forest Act, 1927 ; It is hereby enacted in the Hleventh Year of the Republic xyy
of Indin &8 follows :-— of

.m,. 1. This Act may be called the Indian Forest (Maharashira Unification and
- Amendment) Act, 1960, '

w‘% 8. For the purpose of providing uniformity in the law relating to forests and the
Act XVI  transit (ctherwise than across customs frontiers) of forest produce in the State of
%L“ Maharashtra, the pLrovisions of the Indian Forest Act, 1927 (except Chapter VI xvi
e and section 41A thereof), as in force immediately before the commencement of °fo '
doonte-  this Act in the Bombay area of tho State, shall be 80 in force throughout the State of °*™
jisions,  Mabarashtra ; and accordingly, :
() all amendments made by each of the following laws, that is to say,~
{5) the Madhya Pradesh Indian Forest (Amendwment) Act, 1950, and M. P.
. : XXVI

1927,

. of
: 1950-
(i%) the Indian Foreat (Madhya Pradesh Amendment) Act, 1954, M. P.

XX

. of
' . . N 1934,
to the Indian Forest Act, 1927, shall in their application to the Vidarbha region XVI
(except aa respects things done or omitted to be done), cease to have effect, and ‘l’fm
shall stand repealed ; ) ' -
(5) all amendments made to the Indian Forest Act, 1927, in their application XVI
. to the Bombay area of the State of Maharashtra and in force at the commencement ‘;fm.
of this Act, shall be deemed to be extended to, and shall bein force in,the =~ -
remaining part of the State ; and
(¢) the Hyderabad Forest Act, 1355¥ (except Chapter VII thereof) shall stand Hyd.

repealed. 1355F.

?Iugment 8. In section 1 of the Indian Forest Act, 1927, in its application to the whole of XVI
- §4 the Btate of Mabarashtrs as provided by section 2 (hereinafter referred to as  the i
flezs,  principal Act ) — 7 o
(5) to sub-section (2), after the words and letter “Part B States”, the words
“ other than the Hyderabad area of the State of Maharashtra ” shall be added ;
(¢4} to sub-section (3), the following proviso sball be added, namely :—
“ Provided that, on the commencement of the Indian Forest (Maharaghtra Mah.
Unification and Amendment) Act, 1960, this Act shall be in force in the Y5of
Hyderabad area of the State of Maharaghtra,” Rt

* For Statement of Objects and Reasons, sec Maharashira Qovernment Gazette, 1060, Yart V, page 66,

-
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Amendment 4. In section 2 of the principal Act, after clause (4A). the following clauses
~ofesction 2 o} 1) be inserted, namely :—

ooz
) “(4B) ‘ Police Officer’ means a Police Officer a8 defined in the Bombay Police Bom.
Act, 1961 ; el
’ 1981,

- (4C) “Revenue Officer * means a Revenue Officer as defined in the Bombay Bom.
Land Revenue Code, 1879, or, where that Code is not in force, as defined in ¥ of

s law correspondmg to that Gode ", 1678«

Insertion of 5. After section 2 of the prmc:pal Act, the followmg section shall be inserted,
now ly o——
soction 24 DAMELy : .
in Aot XVI ‘ ' ‘
of 1987, . .
“2A. In the application of this Act toanyares of the State of Maharashtra
of certain other than the Bombay area thereof, any reference tos provision of & Central
toloronomt>  or Bombay Act shall, where no such Act is in force in that area, be construed
a8 8 reference to the provision of the corresponding law, if any, in foroe in that

Acte, area. .

Amendiaent O. Bection 12 of the principal Act shall be re-numbered as sub-section (7) of
:ff::tﬁm 13 that section, and after the sub-section so renumbered, the following lub-aeotlon
oflns'rl.‘n shall be inserted, namely :— -

*(2) A copy of the order passed under sub-section (Z) shall be furmshed to the
claimant by the Forest Seftlement Officer, and snother copy of that order shall
be forwarded to the Forest Officer who attended the i inquiry or, ifnosuch Officer
attended, to the Divisional Forest Officer.”,

:fmm%; 7. In section 26 of the prinpipal Act,— .

of Act XVI (4) in sub-section- (J), for the words beginning with the brackets and letter -

of 1927, “ (b)”" and ending with the words “* or who, in & reserved forest —" the follow-
I ing shall be substituted, namely :—

“ (b) sets fire to a reserved forest or to a proposedforeat in land in respeot
of which a notification declaring the decision of the State Government to
constitute it a reserved forest has been issued under section 4, or in contra-
vention of any rules made by the 8tate Government in this behn]f kindless
in such forest any fire or leaves eny fire burning, msuchmannerutoendanger
such o forest;

orwho.ma.resamd forest or a proposed forest in landnotlﬁed a8 aforesaid
under section 4 —

(u') after sub-section (3), the following sub-section shall be inserted,
namely :—
“ (4) Where a person is convicted under clause (d) oz (h) of sub-ubctmn (1),~

(a) & Forest Officer not below the rank of a Ranger, or

() a Police Officer not below the rank of a Sub-Inspector, or

{¢) & Revenue Officer not below the rank of a Mahalkari or Tahsildar,
n;:y evict hl’m from the fowat or land in relation to which he has committed

. the offence. ’
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8. In section 33 of the principal Act, after sub-section (2), the following Amendment

sub-section shall be inserted, namely :~— | Of section 38

 (3) Where a person is convicted of an offence under sub-soction (Z),~— of 1927,
{a) a Forest Officer not below the rank of Ranger, or
(b) a Police Officer not helow the rank of Sub-Inspector, or
{¢) a Revenue Officer not below the rank of Mahalkari or Tahsildar,

meay evict him from the protected forest in relation to which he has committed
the offence.”

9. In section 35 of the principal Act,— Amendment
~(9) in sub-section (4), for the words “ six months” the words “ one year ” zf,i’::‘%nviﬁ.
sha.ll bﬁ substituted; . of 1927,

() after sub-section (5), the following sub-section shall be inserted, namely :—

“ (54) Where a notice issued under sub-section (3) has been served on the
owner of a forest in accordance with sub-section (5), any person acquiring
thereafter the right of ownership of that forest shall be bound by the notice
88 if it had been served on him as an owner and he shall accordingly comply
with the notice, requmitton and. notification, if any, issued under this
section.” ;

{si5) after sub-sectlon (6), the following aub-sectlon shall be inserted,
namely —
“(7) Any person contravening any of the provisions of a notification issued
under gub-section (Z) shall, on conviction, be punished with 1mpmsonment
for a term which may extend. to six months, or with fine, or with both,

10. In section 64 of the principal Act, in sub-section (), for the words ** Any Amendmont

Forest Officer or Police Officer ” the words “ Any Forest Oﬂicer, Police ,f act XVI
Officer or Revenue Officer " shall be eubstituted. of 1927,

11. Insection 65 of the principal Act, for the words “ 2 Ranger ”, the words Amendment
** a Ranger, any Police Officer of a rank not inferior to that of Sub-Inspector or any ofection 65
Revenue Officer of a rank not inferior to that of Maha.lka.n or Tahsildar ™ shall 551907,

be substituted,

12. In section 66 of.the principal Act, for the words “ Every Forest Oﬁicer Amendment
and Police Officer ” the words “ Every Forest Officer, Police Officer and Revenue of sacticn 36

Officer ” shall be substituted. of 1927.
13. TFor section 68 of the prurclpal Act, the following section shall be substituted, Sllbst»;tutuéx;
namely 1— off:tli%l
" of 1827.
*88. () Bubject to the provisions of sub-section (3), the State Government Power to
msy, by notification in the Official Gazette, empower & Forest Officer— Srpound

(a) to accept from any person about whom a reasonable suspicion exists
that he has committed any forest offence, other than an offence specified in
section 62 or section 63, payment of a sum of money or, at his discretion,
an undertaking in writing to pay a sum of money, by way of compensation
for the offence, which such person is suspected to have committed, and

(b) when any property has been seized as liable to confiscation, to release
the same on the payment of, or at hia discretion, on acceptance of an under-
taking in writing to pay, the value thereof as named by such officer.
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{2) On the payment of, or on acceptance of an undertsking in writing to pay,
such sum of money, or such named value, or both, as the case may be, to such
officer, the suspected person, if in custody, shall be discharged, the property,
if any, seized shall bo released, and no further proccedings, cther than those
under section 82 where necessary, shall be taken against such person or property

(3} A Forest Officer shall not be empowered under this section unless. he is
& Porest Officer of a rank not inferior to that of & Ranger and is in receipt of
a monthly salary amounting to at least ®ne hundred rupoes, and the sum of
money accepted or agreed to be accepted as compensation under clause (a) of
sub-section {7) shall in no case exceed the sum of five hundred rupees.”.

Amendmont 14, In section 71 of the principal Aet, for the words *‘ eight annas ”, the words

z;.;:tﬂg, V}I < ﬂ&y naye paise” shall be substituted.

of 1937. . , .
Amendment 18, Section 78 shall be re-numbered as sub-section (I} of that section and after

‘;g _aﬁi_’%l“ the sub-section so re-numbered, the following sub-section shall be inscrted, namely :—

of 1027: ““(2) All rules made by the State Government under this Act shall be lsid for
not less than thirty days before cachHouse of the Stale Legislature ss soon as
possible after they are made and shall be subjcct to such modifications as the
Btate Legislature may make during the scasion in which they are so laid, or the
session immediately following and publish in the Official Gazette,”. :

Amendment 18, In section 82 of the principal Act,\after the words * such produce”, the

o ey words and figures ¢ or on account of compdnsation or value of property agreed to

of 1927, be paid under section 68" shall be inserted.

Bavings, 17. The repeal of the provisions of the Hyderabad Forest Act, 1355 F by section 2 Hyd,
shall not affoct— of

{a) the previous operation of/fg Act 80 repealed, or snything duly done or P
suffered thereunder ; -

{b} any right, privilege, -obligation or lisbility acquired, accrued or incurred
under the Act so repealed ; or

(6) any penalty, forfeiture or punishment incurred in respect of any offence
committed against any of the provisions of the Act so repealed ; or

(d) any investigation, legal proceoding or remedy in respect of any such right,
privilege, obligation, liability, penalty, forfeiture or punishment sa aforesaid,

and any such investigation, legal proceeding or remedy may be instituted, continued
or enforced, and any such penalty, forfeiture or punishment may be imposed, ss
if this Act had not been passed ; '

Provided that, subject to the preceding provision, anything done or any
aotion taken (including notifications end directions issued, rules, appointments,
suthorisations, inquirics, orders, declarations, assignments or seizures of property .
made, forest courts established, powers or sanction given, licences, permissions
or passes granted, proclamations published, entries recorded, notices jssued or
served, contro} or managemont of forest assumed and bonds executed) by or under
the provisions of the Act so repesled shall, in 80 far ab it is not inoonsistest with the
provisions of the principal Act as amended by this Act, be desmed to bs done or
taken under the corresponding provisions of the principal Act and .shall, until
altared, ropealed or amended by anything done or any action voken nunder the
principal Act, continue in force accordingly.




