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Forests

7.55 The total forest area of Maharashatra State at the end of the year 2013-14 was
61733.91 sqg. km. (Provisional) constituting about 20.06 % of geographical area of the state.
The forest areas under the administrative charge of the Forest department and Revenue
Department were 55368.56 sq. km. and 1612.76 sq km respectively the end of the year
2013-14 and were 17.99 percent and 0.52 per cent respectively of the total geographical area
of the State (3,07,713 sq. km). This shows that the forest in the state was the second largest
land use sector after agriculture. The Forest area transferred to Forest Development
corporation of Maharashatra (FDCM) at the end of the year 2013-14 was 3590.20 sq. km.
(Provisional) constituting about 1.17 per cent of the geographical area. According to
provision of Maharashatra Private Forest (Acquisition) Act, 1975 private forest, to which
certain sections of Indian Forest Act, 1927 were applied, attained status of Reserved Forest.
At the end of the year 2013-14, the area of private forest brought under possession of Forest
Department was 1162.39 sq. kms.(provisional) which constituted about 0.38 per cent of total
geographical area of the State. The distribution of the forest area is shown in Table below.

Table -- Distribution of forestarea  (Areain Sq Km) (Provisional)

Sr. Name of the Agency Total Forest Percentage to total
no. Area Geographical area
2013-14
1  Forest Department 55368.56 17.99
2 Revenue Department 1612.76* 0.52
3 FDCM 3590.20 1.17
4  Private Forest brought under 1162.39 0.38
possession of Forest Department
TOTAL 61733.91 20.06

Source: - * figures from 2012-. Source :- APCCF(Conservation), M.S. Nagpur
The forest areas were transferred from the Forest Department to FDCM with the

objective of converting them into valuable assets. From the year 1974-75 to 2013-14, the
total forest area transferred to corporation was 3590.20 sqg. km (Provisional).

Tree Plantation

7.56  Tree plantation is one of the important points under 20 point programme,
implemented mostly through Forest Department and FDCM and Rs. 118.33 crore was spent
during 2013-14 (Forest Department & Forest Development Corporation of Maharashatra
Ltd.) under it. The targets and achievement of area planted by the Forest Department and

Forest Development Corporation of Maharashatra Ltd. during 2013-14 is shown below.
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Table 7.33 Circlewise physical target of area plantation and achievement 2013-14
(Area in ha.)(Amt in Rs Lakh)(upto March-2014)

Circle Target | Achievement | Percentage | Expenditure
in Rs. Lakh
Thane 4772.00 4371.28 91.60 976.96
Nashik 6207.00 7538.86 121.46 1179.52
Dhule 7434.00 7400.46 99.55 1336.73
Pune 3407.00 3691.07 108.34 942.86
Kolhapur 4667.00 5651.95 121.10 1334.66
Aurangabad 5061.00 5042.73 99.64 1346.14
Amravati 3522.00 3466.60 98.43 435.66
Yavatmal 2585.00 2811.62 108.77 523.59
Nagpur 6885.00 5340.89 77.57 921.33
Chandrapur 2657.00 3122.00 117.50 499.68
Gadchiroli 12834.00 9893.65 77.09 1470.53
Fd- TATR 0.00 315.00 7.92
Total 60031.00 58646.11 97.69 10975.58
FDCM 4000.00 3968.83 99.22 857.08
Grand Total 64031.00 62614.94 97.79 11832.66

Source : Desk- 1, CCF (JFM- Planning and Development)

Forest Produce
7.58  The Production and value of major and minor forest produce in the state are given in
Table 7.35
Table 7.35 Production and value of Forest Produce

(Value in Rs Crores)

Forest Unit of 2012-13 2013-14* 2014-15%**
Produce Production | Produ | Value | Produ | Value | Produ | Value
ction ction ction
(A) Major forest produce
Timber LCM** 0.92 . 228.60 0.68 | 164.93 0.86 224.37
Firewood LCM** 3.22 32.74 2.71 18.68 0.65 32.50
Total (A) 261.34 183.61 256.87
(B) Minor forest produce
Bamboo LMT® 1.27 30.74 1.61 15.23 1.17 31.69
Tendu LSB* 6.46  136.81 4,53 62.92 6.19 21.07
Grass MT 774 0.12 656 0.11 509 0.07
Gum Qtls 10264 2.98 4231 1.34 1995 2.63
Others -- 12.76 10.76 9.80
Total (B) -- 18341 90.36 65.26
Total (A+B) -- 44475 273.97 322.13
* Provisional ** _CM- Lakh Cubic Meter @ LMT — Lakh Metric Tonnes # LSB- Lakh Standard Bag
*** anticipated (For Timber, Firewood and Bamboo figures of FDCM Ltd. were also included) $- Actual

Source :- APCCF (Resource Utilization), APCCF(NTFP- Monitoring and Evaluation), FDCM Ltd., CCF(T).
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Sant Tukaram Vangram Yojana
7.59  The scheme was launched in 2006-07 with a view to create awareness regarding the
importance of forest and wild life, to protect the forest from illegal tree cutting,
encroachment, etc. Under this scheme, total 12546 Joint Forest Management Committees
were constituted out of villages. The best performing three committees at district and state
level and one committee from Marathwada Revenue Division were awarded with incentive
prize under Sant Tukaram Vangram Yojana award during 2012-13. The expenditure during
the year 2011-12 was Rs. 112.65 lakh, while Rs.62.93 lakh and Rs. 62.96 for the year 2012-
13 and 2013-14 respectively.

(Amt in Rs Lakh)

No

Particulars 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14

Target | Achievement | Target | Achievement | Target | Achievement

Sant 112.65 112.65 62.96 62.93 62.96 62.96
Tukaram
vangram
yojana
(Awards to
the Best Joint
Forest
Management
Committees)

Total 112.65 112.65 62.96 62.93 62.96 62.96

Source : Desk- 1, CCF (Joint Forest Management- Planning and Development)

7.60 Wild life and national Parks/ Sanctuaries.

As per the wildlife monitoring carried out in the year 2010, by line transact method
as per guidelines of National Tiger Conservation Authority and Wildlife Institute of India, a
status report was released in March 2011 by the National Tiger Conservation Authority in
which the population of tigers in Maharashatra is estimated between minimum 160 to

maximum 196 & average 169. source :- Desk- 23(3)- APCCF(Ecotourism & Wildlife Administration)
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The information on centrally sponsored schemes implemented under Wild life and

National Parks/ Sanctuaries is shown in Table 7.36

Table 7.36 Area and Expenditure of Tiger Project under Wild Life , National parks/
Sanctuaries (provisional)

Expenditure (Rs. crore)

2014-15 Percentage
Scheme Area (sq-Km) | 551213 | 2013-14 | (uptojuly | Change #
2014)
| Tiger Project
i) Melghat 1500.49 5.16 4.94 1.44 29.15
i) Tadoba- Andhari 625.82 3.91 27.26 1.14 4.18
iii) Pench 257.26 3.48 4.46 0.92 20.62
iv) Sahayadri 690.637 1.07 1.73 0.66 38.15
Il Development of 10051.55 5.07 5.08 APO still
National Parks/ not
Sanctuaries sanctioned
11 Elephant - 0.20 0.19 APO still
Project Kolhapur not
sanctioned
# percentage change in 2013-14 over 2014-15
Source :- Desk 22(6)- APCCF(Ecotourism & Wildlife Administration)
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