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Forests
7.53 The total forest area of Maharashatra State at the end of the year 2011-12 was 61358 sq.

km. (Provisional) constituting about 19.94% of geographical area of the state. The forest areas
under the administrative charge of the Forest department and Revenue Department were 55,220
sg. km. and 1613 sq km respectively the end of the year 2011-12 and were 17.95 percent and 0.52
per cent respectively of the total geographical area of the State (3,07,713 sq. km). This shows that
the forest in the state was the second largest land use sector after agriculture. The Forest area
transferred to Forest Development corporation of Maharashatra (FDCM) at the end of the year
2011-12 was 3,926 sg. km. (Provisional) constituting about 1.28 per cent of the geographical
area. According to provision of Maharashatra Private Forest (Acquisition) Act, 1975 private
forest, to which certain sections of Indian Forest Act, 1927 were applied, attained status of
Reserved Forest. At the end of the year 2011-12, the area of private forest brought under
possession of Forest Department was 599 sg. kms.(provisional) which constituted about 0.19 per
cent of total geographical area of the State. The distribution of the forest area is shown in Table
7.34

Table 7.34 Distribution of forest area (Area in Sq Km)
(Provisional)
Sr. Name of the Agency Total Forest Percentage to total
no. Area Geographical area
2011-12
1 Forest Department 55220 17.95
2 Revenue Department 1613 0.52
3 FDCM 3926 1.28
4  Private Forest brought under 599 0.19
possession of Forest Department
TOTAL 61358 19.94

Source: - APCCF (Conservation), M.S. Nagpur

The forest areas were transferred from the Forest Department to FDCM with the objective
of converting them into valuable assets. From the year 1974-75 to 2011-12, the total forest area
transferred to corporation was 3,926 sg. km (Provisional) of which 3763 sq km was from reserved
forest and 163 sg. km. was from protected forest.
Tree Plantation
7.54  Tree plantation is one of the important points under 20 point programme, implemented
mostly through Forest Department, FDCM, and Directorate of Social Forestry and Rs. 77.37 crore

were spent during 2011-12 (Forest Department & Forest Development Corporation of



Maharashatra Ltd. ) The targets and achievement of area planted by the Forest Department during
2011-12 is shown below.



Table 7.35 Circlewise physical target of area plantation and achievement
(Areain ha.)(Amtin Rs

Lacs) (Provisional)

Circle Target | Achievement | Percentage | Expenditure
in Rs. Lakh
Thane 2969.40 3264.11 110 694.76
Nashik 2500.00 2043.06 82 325.52
Dhule 4160.57 5165.07 124 1202.81
Pune 2805.00 2121.77 76 517.02
Kolhapur 2314.00 2319.50 100 807.85
Aurangabad 2371.86 2501.11 105 876.30
Amravati 3022.26 3002.52 99 550.53
Yavatmal 3416.39 3984.61 117 624.99
Nagpur 2936.00 2909.24 99 495,58
Chandrapur 1805.91 1805.91 100 351.00
Gadchiroli 2260.89 2251.89 99 343.91
Total 30562.28 31368.79 6790.27
FDCM 4000.00 4011.26 100 946.81
Grand Total 34562.28 35380.05 102.37 7737.08

Source : Desk- 1, CCF (JFM- Planning and Development)
Forest Produce
7.57  The Production and value of major and minor forest produce in the state are given in Table
7.38

Table 7.38 Production and value of Forest Produce

(Value in Rs

Crores)
Forest Unit of 2010-11 2011-12* 2012-13***
Produce Production | Produ | Value | Produ | Value | Produ | Value

ction ction ction
(A) Major forest produce
Timber LCM** 1.17 110.35 1.15 243.51 1.28 188.87
Firewood LCM** 421 4218 3.79 28.10 4.14 36.62
Total (A) 152.53 271.61 225.49
(B) Minor forest produce
Bamboo LMT® 154 22.74 1.93 39.05 1.38 32.14
Tendu LSB* 6.42 90.56 6.21 100.08 6.67  140.60
Grass MT 17629 0.39 | 1584 0.18 N.A. 0.009
Gum Qtls 5552 0.87 6076 1.39 N.A. 0.05
Others 411 -- 9.79 N.A. 0.34
Total (B) ---  118.67 150.49




| Total (A+B) - 27120 42210 |

* Provisional ** LCM- Lakh Cubic Meter @ LMT — Lakh Metric Tonnés # LSB-
Lakh Standard Bag
*** anticipated (For Timber, Firewood and Bamboo figures of FDCM Ltd. were also

included) $- Actual
Source :- APCCF (Resource Utilization), APCCF(NTFP- Monitoring and Evaluation), FDCM

Ltd., STAHA SETAUSTH- 2012-13

Sant Tukaram Vangram Yojana
7.58  This scheme was launched in 2006-07 with a view to create awareness regarding the
importance of forest and wild life, to protect the forest from illegal tree cutting, encroachment, etc.
Under this scheme, total 12629 Joint Forest Management Committees were constituted upto
March 2012. The best performing three committees at district and state level and one committee
for Marathwada were awarded with Sant Tukaram Vangram Yojana best JFMC award during
2011-12. The expenditure during the year 2010-11was Rs. 32.70 lakh, 2011-12 was Rs. 112.65
lakh, while Rs.62.96 lakh is sanctioned for 2012-13.

(Amt in Rs Lacs)

Sr | Particulars 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13(upto
No Nov.2012)
Target | Achievement | Target | Achievement | Target | Achievement

1. | Sant Tukaram | 92.01 32.70 | 112.65 112.65 62.96 47.22

vangram

yojana

(Awards to

the Best Joint

Forest

Management

Committees)

Total 92.01 3270  112.65 112.65 62.96 47.22

Source : Desk- 1, CCF (Joint Forest Management- Planning and Development)

7.59 Wild life and national Parks/ Sanctuaries.

As per the wildlife monitoring carried out in the year 2010, by line transact method as per
guidelines of National Tiger Conservation Authority and Wildlife Institute of India, a status report
was released in March 2011 by the National Tiger Conservation Authority in which the
population of tigers in Maharashatra is as estimated minimum 160 to maximum 196 & average
169. Source :- Desk- 23(3)- APCCF(Ecotourism & Wildlife Administration)



The information on centrally sponsored schemes implemented under Wild life and
National Parks/ Sanctuaries is shown in Table 7.39
Table 7.39 Projectwise Area and Expenditure under Wild Life & National parks/

Sanctuaries

Scheme Area Expenditure (Rs. crore) Percentage
sg. km 2010-11  2011-12  2012-13 Change #

(Upto Oct.
2012)

I Tiger Project

i) Melghat 1676.93 22.20 11.72 1.58

ii) Tadoba- 619.76 2.58 26.75 1.17

Andhari

iii) Pench 257.26 1.44 2.12 1.14

iv) Sahayadri 741.22 0.75 0.29 0.09

Il Development of 14050.77 3.68 2.62 0.82

National Parks/
Sanctuaries

1l Elephant N.A. 0.50 0.20 0.11
Project

Kolhapur

TOTAL 31.15 43.70 4.91

# percentage change in 2010-11 over 2011-12 Source :- Desk 22(6)- APCCF(Ecotourism &
Wildlife Administration)

Point No.7:  To conserve and protect wildlife in Maharashtra State four new wildlife sanctuaries
are established in various districts namely New Great Indian Bustard wildlife sanctuary in
Osmanabad / Solapur districts, New Bor Wildlife sanctuary in Nagpur / Wardha district, New
Nagzira and Navegaon wildlife sanctuary in Gondia district. Forest area for newly created wildlife
sanctuaries is as given below. Similarly sanction for the Umrer Karhandla Wildlife sanctuary in

Nagpur / Bhandara district has been recently received from Government.

Sr.No. Name of sanctuary District Area in Sq.Km.

1 New Great Indian Bustard | Osmanabad / Solapur 01.98

wildlife sanctuary

2 New Bor Wildlife sanctuary Nagpur / Wardha 60.69

3 New Nagzira wildlife sanctuary Gondia 151.335




4 Navegaon wildlife sanctuary Gondia 122.756
5 Umrer  Karhandla  Wildlife Nagpur / Bhandara 189.29
sanctuary
--0X0--

Information on additional points

1.Forests: Tree felling on private land is regularized by Maharashtra Tree felling Act-

1964 (Amended) and regulation 1969 (for Tribals) with due permission from
revenue & forests deptt. During the year 2011-12, total number of trees
1556294 permitted to be felled in 14573 cases in accordance with above Act-
1964. Under Regulation Act-1969, 7561.503 Cu.m. Timber and Fire wood
have been harvested. Plantation on Private land is increasing as there is
provision for compensatory plantation as against felling of trees. Mission
mode scheme of planting 100 Crores trees is also being implemented by
government. District wise planning for afforestation is also in progress in
accordance with provisions made in Maharashtra Forest Policy 2008. Till
date, plantation on 1269699 Hectares private land is proposed in 27 districts
plans. Districts wise forests area is being enclosed with this.

In case of Tendu leaves, Proportional Bonus is given to tendu labourers in

form of incentive bonus every year .

Joint Forests Management Committee.(JFM)
Table no.1.

(Reference year march,2012)

Districts Joint Forests Management Committees
No. of Villages Area .Protected by JFM committees (Ha)
1 2 3
33 12679 2699360
Districts
Point no.1: To convert open forests into dense forests following measures is being

implemented.



1.

Under scheme of 100 crores tree plantation, plantation target of total 16 crores
trees have been given to forests department. Detailed information is enclosed with
this.

. In accordance with the provisions of Maharashtra Forests Policy- 2008- steps to

bring 33% of area under tree cover are being taken and afforestation schemes are
being implemented districtwise .Accordinges private land of 1269699 Hectares is
proposed districtwise for afforestation. Detailed information is enclosed with this.
Plantation programme is also being implemented under Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme. (MGNREGS). Detailed information is
enclosed with this.

Point no.2: To increase tree cover on private land, plantation programme is proposed to

Point

be implemented as given above.(Point no.1.)

no.3: State Biodiversity Board have been constituted by government vide

Resolution dt.05.07.2011 in accordance with National Biodiversity Rule-
2008.
Mobile Science exhibition on Biodiversity was showcased to students,

academicians and common people in the special train comprised of 16 A.C.
coaches named as “ Biodiversity Special Exhibition Train” on dated
30.09.2012, 01.10.2012 and 03.10.2012 which was stationed at Nagpur railway
station. This exhibition was jointly organized by Ministry of Science & Technology
and Ministry of Environment & Forests, GOI on the occasion of International
Biodiversity Year-2012.

Districts, Taluka and Village level Biodiversity committees are proposed to be
constituted in accordance with National Biodiversity Act-2002 and Rule-2004. Till
date, following committees have been constituted.

Districts Type of Committee. Committee
nos.
Chandrapur | Village level | 132
Committees.
Gadchiroli District level | O1.
Committees.
Buldhana. District level | O1.
Committees.

The process of constitution and strengthening of above committees in remaining
part of districts, taluka, panchayat samiti and village level is in progress.

Point no.4: Plantation programme is being implemented in open forests or non-forests

area under scheme of 100 crore tree plantation.
Above plantation programme is implemented through regular various schemes.
Local species of various plants, medicinal plant compatible to local environment

and ecology is being planted under above plantation programme.



This scheme will be executed by local participants.

Circle wise information on expenditure incurred in the year 2012-13 on plantation
programme is being enclosed with this. Also particulars on plantation of
medicinal plants by National Medicinal Plant Board are enclosed with this.

Point no.5:  No information regarding establishment of processing plant, in Chamorshi
taluka of Gadchiroli district on Minor Forests Produce for economic
upliftment of Tribals is available in this office. Although, proposal for
grands under National Bamboo Mission 2012-13, preparing Agarbatti from
Bamboo sticts on trial basis by Chief Conservator of forests,Gadchiroli is
in process

Point no.6: In stage 4, Total 148 Tigers was observed to be existed in a study carried

out in 4 Tiger Reserves and adjacent area of it. Rest area of the state is
not included in this study.



